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Long, long ago a young maiden was brought before a judge who was a nonbeliever. She was
accused of leaving her family home and abandoning the faith of her father. The judge glared severely at
the pale countenance of the maiden and asked, “Tell me what you believe in.” The maiden answered
clearly and emphatically: “We believe in Christ who is God.” The indignant judge responded angrily,
“What nonsense; how can you consider a person as God, and more so, a person who ended upon a
cross?”

This question did not confuse the maiden one bit. She, in turn, threw a question at the judge;
“How do you know that our Christ was nailed to a cross?” The judge answered: “I read that in your
books.”

“You read well,” answered the maiden, “but, in those books it tells not only about the death of
Christ, but they also very clearly speak of His glorious Resurrection. We believe in Him, not because He
suffered and died, but because He arose from the dead by His own almighty power. This, therefore, is
our joy and the reason why we sing ‘Alleluia.” This is how He showed us that He is God and that is why
we believe in Him, we adore Him, we glorify His Holy Name and we are ready to lay down our lives for
Him.” This was, is and will be our faith until the end of time: that Jesus Christ arose from the dead.

Gregory the Great says, “Everything is great and miraculous in the circumstances of Christ’s
resurrection and His appearances to people. Even the disbelief of Thomas and his absence from the
group when Jesus appeared to the Apostles was not just an empty coincidence, because Thomas’
disbelief and his touching the wounds of Christ serve to cure our disbelief and make it easier for us to
believe and become stronger in our faith.”

We should not be scandalized by this momentary hesitation and doubt of an Apostle. After
personally seeing and touching Him, they were able to travel from one corner of the world to another
preaching to everyone the Resurrection of the Lord as clear and irrefutable evidence of the Divinity of
Christ, the foundation of their religion without which their story would be empty and in vain. “What we
ourselves heard, what we have seen with our own eyes and touched with our own hands, we are
witnesses and we are relating to you with these words of life.” For this reason the people believed their
story based on the fact “that on the third day He arose from the dead.” Let us also believe and let us
profess this faith not only with our lips but with our entire life. St. Paul, the Apostle to the nations
teaches us how to do this: “Take off the old man with all his works and put on the new; dress yourselves
with mercy, goodness, humility, peacefulness and patience. Above all, have love which is the bond of
perfection. May the peace of Christ fill your hearts for you also are called by Him.”

A certain American chaplain tells this story: “Last year on Easter Day, a young unbeliever in
uniform, with a smile and an air of conviction of his own superiority, put this question to his friend who
was a man of deep faith; ‘How can you possibly know that Christ really rose from the dead?’ The answer
given was simple and sincere: ‘Because this morning during Mass | conversed with Him for a half hour.”

All of you who today are treading the way of the cross, you who must bear on your shoulders
your cross of life, you to whom the morrow is uncertain and unquiet, you whose hearts are filled with
the bitter waters of worries and fears, today, gaze at the empty tomb of Christ and remind yourselves of
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what St. John the Apostle said, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that whoever
would believe in Him will not perish but will have life everlasting.”
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April 9, 1944
I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

Warsaw possesses many legends from ages past with contents that are not only national, but
also religious. One of the oldest legends is the one associated with the figure of Christ spread out on the
cross, the Crucified, which is located in St. John Cathedral in the Old Town. It is no wonder that there is
always a group of faithful here, humbly presenting their petitions along with their pains and sufferings.
The people of Warsaw insist that this figure of the Crucified appeared miraculously in Warsaw on the
first day of Easter.

A certain soldier, originally from Warsaw, was taken into captivity by the Tartars. In captivity he
was forced to take care of the cattle. One evening, when he had taken the cattle to drink from a stream,
he noticed how a gang of Tartar warriors were insulting this figure of the Savior.

Unable to bear such a sight, this Polish soldier wrestled the cross from the hands of these
warriors and threw it into the waters of that stream. A few years later, this Polish soldier managed to
escape and he returned to Warsaw.

The first year after his return, he was coming out of St. John Church after the Resurrection Mass
with a great crowd of people when a great brilliance appeared over the Wisla River; a brilliance which
illuminated the water as well as its shores. Crowds of people rushed to the stream to find the source of
this brilliance. What did they see? In the middle of the Wisla River, the crucifix was floating in a standing
position with the figure of Christ spread out on the cross.

The fishermen and the ferry boat men quickly got into canoes and tried to catch this cross and
pull it into one of their boats. However, the overflowing waves of the river did not allow that to happen.
Among those standing on the banks of the river was that particular soldier who had returned from
captivity. Within the twinkling of an eye, he recognized that floating cross as the same cross which he
had once thrown out into the water to rescue it from the insults of the Tartars. He borrowed a canoe
and floating out to it, he tried to grasp it in his strong hands. Of its own accord, the cross bent down
towards him and rested on his shoulder. Surrounded by a crowd of pious people, the soldier carried the
cross to the cathedral where he set it up by a side altar. It stood there until the time of the outbreak of
the present World War. This is stressed by the old legend of Warsaw. This is also what the inhabitants of
the Old Town tell.

THROUGH THE CROSS OF GLORY

On Friday, that Good Friday, the Creator of heaven and earth was writhing from pain on the
cross. He was dying slowly amid jeers, derision and blasphemy from those shoving each other at the foot
of the cross. He was one mass of mercilessly beaten flesh; it seemed that at any minute the weight of
this Body would rip itself from the cross and collapse on the ground in a puddle of His own blood; the
cross — thorns — nails. Christ was dying! At that very moment, both heaven and earth began to revolt
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and to protest. As a sign of sorrow, thick dark clouds covered the earth. The sun concealed its bright and
beaming face as a mark of shame. The earth shuddered on its foundations out of sheer terror. Rock
crumbled and some unseen hand lifted heavy slabs which crushed sepulchers and those who had died
long ago got up and were showing themselves to the terrified inhabitants of the holy city. The veil
covering the Holy of Holies was ripped in half as a sign of sorrow. It was only then that this blinded
people, terrified by the revolt of the forces of nature, struck their breasts and called out, “Truly He was
the Son of God!”

A totally different picture is presented to us on Easter Day. Pain, suffering, dying and death are
all over. The day of joy, triumph and glory has dawned. The Bible tells us the story: “When the Sabbath
was over, three pious women, at daybreak came to the tomb where the Body of Christ had been laid.
The earth trembled from joy and a dazzling Angel appeared and stood guard over the empty grave. The
glance of the Angel was like a flash of lightning. The soldiers whom the authorities had posted to guard
the grave were paralyzed with fear at the sight of the heavenly messenger. Finally, recovering from their
fright, the soldiers fled into town bearing the news of the miracle which they had witnessed.

The women, carrying the expensive spices with which to anoint the Body of the Crucified
according to their custom, were frightened at the sight of the Angel. However, they soon heard words of
joy and comfort: “Do not be afraid. | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here for He
has risen as He had foretold. Come and see the place where He had lain, then go quickly to His disciples
and tell them that He is risen!”

The power of God had destroyed all the evil intentions and attempts of evil people. All the
shrewdness of the Elders and the Pharisees had come to naught. How much did the sealing of the grave
and the placing of an armed guard at the grave help? Christ, by His almighty Divine Power rises
triumphantly from the grave and returns to life.

The worried and grieving women hear the joyous news: “He rose from the dead! He is not here.
Here is the place where they had placed Him!”

Christ returned to life as a conqueror! He showed Himself to His disciples. In order to convince
them that He is the same person whom they saw on the cross. He showed them His hands and His side
and tells them to touch Him so that they would believe that He was real and not a spirit or a ghost.

Soon the news of the miraculous resurrection of Christ spread throughout the city of Jerusalem.
Even His enemies were convinced. They believed, and with them the whole world believed. The
Resurrection of Christ has become the foundation stone of our faith: “If you do not have the
resurrection of the body, then even Christ did not rise from the dead. And if Christ did not rise from the
dead, then our faith is empty and all of our prophecies are useless.”

It is altogether fitting that the Solemnity of Easter falls during the spring season. In this season,
all of nature awakens from its long winter sleep and returns to life. The ground throws off its heavy
cover of thick ice and snow and dresses herself in light and green grass. The bare, gray branches of trees
fill up with sap, grow green and deck themselves with leaves and blossoms. The air becomes full of the
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chirping and songs of birds. The butterflies and little insects awaken from their torpor and all creation
rejoices that it has awakened from its torpor and has retrieved new breath and new life. This annual
rebirth of nature is a very weak picture of the awakening and the human body’s rising from the dead at
the command of God: “Arise, all you who died.”

Finally, if you take away people’s belief in the resurrection, what do the people have left; only
despair. Every single person on earth carries within his soul a yearning for happiness which he can never
completely attain in this life because there is no such thing on this side of the grave. If a person bears
trials and difficulties in the hope of a better future and then, his only reward would be “nothingness”
without resurrection and without eternity, then what?

Let an atheist such as Edward Gibbons answer this. During his lifetime, he publicly jeered at
God. At his death he cried out, “Everything is lost, utterly lost. All | now have left is uncertainty and
darkness.”

Or, for example, take Voltaire who took as the object of his life a hatred for Christ and His
teachings. At the last moments of his life, despairingly gnawing at his fingers he called out, “I am totally
abandoned by God and man!” The last words of the English unbeliever Thomas Hobbs were,. “l am
making this final leap into total darkness!”

Thomas Paine, the American unbeliever complained much more, “Lord, have mercy on me!
Jesus help me! Lord, what did | do that | must suffer so much? But there really is no God. However, if
there is, what is going to happen to me in the future? Please, stay by me. For the love of God, please
remain beside me because | cannot bear being alone. Please let someone remain with me even if it is
just a child.”

No, God did not give us life and send us into this world in order that we would dig out this land
covered with weeds and thorns, plow and cultivate this land in the sweat of our brow without any hope
of resurrection and eternal reward. It was not for this that the Savior allowed Himself to be crucified and
poured out His Sacred Blood for it to disappear without results and fruitlessly. Christ worked, suffered
and died but, that was not the end. Christ arose from the dead. We, too, must work, suffer and die. But,
thank God, that is not the end for we, too, will arise from the dead.

Take away from the people the belief in the resurrection of the body, and in the same breath
you will open wide the road to corruption, debauchery and dissolution, because if virtue and sin end
with the death of the body, if a martyr for his faith and a godless atheist just end up in the grave, if those
who were taken advantage of and those who abused and profited from the poor and both groups end
up in nothingness, if the virtuous, the humble and the merciful and just will be without a just reward and
the vicious, the self-conceited, the misers, the thieves and the criminals escape a just punishment and
everyone ends up the same in death and in nothingness, then why should anyone lead a decent life?
Why should one lead a virtuous life? Why live as a man, intelligently nobly, and god-like? There would
be no reason for it and it wouldn’t make sense.
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God did not create man to wallow in the mud like some senseless animal and then miserably
waste away in this mud. It was not for this that Christ was born, that for thirty-three years he walked a
thorny road and suffered; it was not for this that our Savior died on the cross, nor was it for this that He
rose from the grave gloriously triumphant, that all people would live in misery and end up miserably.
Christ did all of this so that we would bravely, perseveringly and trustingly bear the cross of our life with
our eyes always focused on the bright, after life happiness which awaits every person who has lived a
noble life, has peacefully fallen asleep in the Lord and has then had a glorious resurrection. It is for this
reason that a believer never loses hope and is without any regard for the dark clouds which hover over
the horizon of his life.

St. Gregory poses this question to the believers: “After a person has died, will he ever rise from
the grave?” Then he gives such a convincing answer: “All of nature announced the resurrection of the
body. A moldy seed thrown into the ground possesses some sort of miraculous power within itself and
when it falls into the ground, it multiplies and rises. Consider the characteristics of trees; every year they
undergo death losing their leaves and fruit and remaining with dry branches bereft of every décor. Yet,
when spring arrives, buds are born, then leaves appear and a pretty and appealing picture meets the
eyes of the beholder!” Therefore, if the half dead trees and all of nature awakens after their winter
sleep and burst into bloom, shouldn’t a human being rise again after death? Branches that are cut from
trees and grafted elsewhere renew themselves and bear fruit again. As for man, for whom everything
was created, when he dies and is buried in the ground, won’t he be brought back to life? Furthermore,
our Creator made man the lord of this earth giving him dominion over everything that it would all serve
him and make his life easier. The Wisdom of God placed man above everything else created on earth.
Therefore, would that same Unlimited Wisdom condemn only man to complete annihilation? Year after
year, that same Wisdom of God announces the Resurrection and therefore we sing: “This is the day
which the Lord has made, let us be glad and rejoice!”

There will come a time, there definitely will be a day when the graves and tombs of our brothers
over which we now walk, these bodies of ours which before long will mingle with the dust of our
ancestors, these bones that are dead and tossed in various corners, will crush the chains of death. At
the command of Almighty God, they will come to life and stand in the one, true body. There will be all
the same human features, lips, hands, feet, etc.which are now ours, will come together, filled with a
new strength and power. Then the reign of death will end.

This is not a new teaching. Didn’t Christ Himself say, “Amen, amen | say to you that the hour will come
when all those who are buried in graves will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear it will
come to life. Those who lived a good life will enter into life after resurrection and those who led evil
lives will enter into judgment. Christ Himself assured us of this when He stood over the grave of Lazarus
who had been already four days in the grave and before calling him back to life, Christ said to those who
were present, “l am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in Me, even should he die will live
and | will bring him back to life on the last day.”

“All you who died, arise!” This command from the king of heaven will awaken us from that long
sleep. Then the earth will deliver all of its dead as also will the seas. They will all arise and stand together
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before the Judgment Seat of the Just Judge. The people brought back to life will be of two kinds. One
group will enter into eternal happiness through their resurrection. The other group will pass through
their resurrection into eternal unhappiness and suffering, where the worm of conscience never dies and
the fire is everlasting.

To which of these groups will we belong? It is a question worth asking ourselves. Our life here
on earth is aptly referred to as a pilgrimage and we are called pilgrims. Our aim or destination is eternity
towards which we are journeying. Our present life is supposed to be like a novitiate preparing us for the
future. Is it really like that? At least from last Easter, have we walked in the newness of life and grown in
the grace and knowledge of Christ? Or were we just in love with all earthly things? Was our stomach our
god? Did we glory in our pride and self-conceit? Did we at least try to advance a little in our piety, in our
work habits, in our sobriety and peace with others? Did we endanger our health, ignoring the dictates of
common sense and conscience, hiding behind some sort of personal rights and at the same time
trampling upon the laws of God, we broke the natural laws and ignored the rights of our neighbor? Since
last Easter, what was life like in your homes and families; has there been greater piety, greater yielding
of one to another, a greater peace, more understanding, a greater obedience and much more love?
Don’t look at one another, but let each and every one of you look deeply into your soul and into your
conscience and then answer your conscience and your Resurrected Creator.

Today, the whole world is in flames but, it is not only material buildings that are in flames, the
minds and souls of people are aflame with anger, contempt and hatred. Where is the source of these
crimes that are being committed these days, such crimes as the world up to this time has not seen? The
source is the complete forgetfulness of God and His laws. In spite of this truth which is as clear as the
sun, there are many who are wise in worldly matters, but downright blind and ignorant of spiritual
matters and they search for reasons beyond the true and real source. They stumble about in darkness
and are led astray. In this manner, they spread uncertainty and unrest in more and more minds. They
bring forth various plans and projects about various points. Why don’t they base the entire national and
international life, the life of the nation, of the society and of the family on the ten points of Moses? They
are nothing other than the ten commandments of God. Isn’t this the proper season to become reborn in
God and His commandments? Isn’t it time to resurrect the soul and the heart? Doesn’t Christ always
conquer? Won't it be better for the entire world under the reign and command of Christ?

The resurrection of Christ gave life a new beginning; a better life which through the faithful and
quiet carrying of the cross leads to a reward. Wherever the face of the Risen Christ appeared, not only
did peace reign there, but indifference changed into fervor, unbelief changed into faith, sadness became
joy and tears of sadness became tears of joy. This happened not only the days after the first
Resurrection of the Lord but it has been repeated throughout the following two thousand years. It is
happening even today in people’s souls, but, one must remove the stone which crushes the soul with all
the mistakes we have committed in life, not only out of perversity, but many from weakness and
negligence. However, we will never overturn that stone and resurrect if we live only to exist, and to use
and cater to ourselves, especially in these present times. It is absolutely necessary to begin a new life,
persist in this new life and firmly believe in the final victory.




